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REMARKS 

Claims 27-55 are pending and are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 as not being 
enabling for a detecting device or a measuring device. The Examiner states that 
"[inclusion of a level to aid in orienting the drill is not considered to be a detecting 
device or a measuring device". Applicants respectfully traverse. 

The word detect is defined as "to discover the existence of something", (see 
excerpt attached at Tab 1) Accordingly, a detecting device is a device that is used to 
discover the existence of something. The specification describes one embodiment of a 
detecting device as a level, which is used to discover the relative inclination of the drill. 
One of skill in the art, however, would understand that the detecting device could 
encompass any suitable detecting device. 

Similarly, the word "measure" is defined as "the act or process of ascertaining the 
extent, dimensions, quantity, etc. of something", (see excerpt attached at Tab 2) 
Accordingly, a measuring device is a device to ascertain the extent, dimensions, 
quantity, etc. of something. The specification describes one embodiment of a 
measuring device as a level, which is used to ascertain the extent of relative inclination 
of the drill. One of skill in the art, however, would understand that the measuring device 
could encompass any suitable measuring device. 

In as much as the Examiner contends that the specification does not enable one 
skilled in the art to construct the claimed tool, Applicants respectfully disagree. The 
specification provides adequate description for one skilled in the art to construct a tool 
having a detecting or a measuring device releasably attached to a mounting surface. 
The figures show several methods of releasably attaching one embodiment of the 
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claimed detecting or measuring device. The figures in conjunction with the description 
provided in the specification enable one skilled in the art to make and use the claimed 
tool without undue experimentation. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 
point out why he contends that the claimed device cannot be constructed after reading 
the specification and figures, without undue experimentation. 

Applicants believe that the claims are patentable and request notification to that 
effect. If, for any reason, the Examiner feels that the above amendments and remarks 
do not put the claims in condition for allowance, the undersigned attorney can be 
reached at (312) 321-4276 to resolve any remaining issues. 

BRINKS HOFER Respectfully submitted, 



GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312) 321-4200 




G. Peter Nichols 
Reg. No. 34,401 
Attorney for Applicants 
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APPENDIX 

Please amend the Title as shown below with underlining used to show material to 
be added and bracketing to show material to be deleted. 

[ACCESSORY TRAY FOR A] HAND-HELD POWER TOOL HAVING A DETECTING 
DEVICE 
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that are known to have current registrations are shown with 
an initial capital and are also identified as trademarks. The 
inclusion of any word in this Dictionary is not, however, an 
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rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or 
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Webster's II new Riverside university dictionary. 
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lishing Company. IJ. Title: Webster's two new Riverside 
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side university dictionary. 
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de-sta-lin-i-za'tion (de-sta'ti-nl-za'shan) n. The process of dis- 
crediting and eliminating the political policies, methods, and per- 
sonal image of Joseph Stalin. 

de-ster-Mize (de-steYa-liz') vt. -lized, -liz*ing, -liz-es. To release 
(gold) from an inactive status and return it to use as a backing for 
credit and new currency. 

de Stijl (da stir, stal') n. [Du., the style ] A school of art originated 
in the Netherlands in 1917 and marked by the use of rectangular 
shapes and primary colors. 

des*ti*na*tion (des'ta-na'shan) n. 1. The place or point to which 
one is going or something is directed. 2. The purpose for which 
something is created or intended. 3. Archaic. An act of appointing or 
setting aside for a specific purpose. 

des-tine (des'tln) vt. -tined, -tin-ing, -tines. [ME destinen < 
OFr. destiner < Lat. destinaie, to determine.] 1; To determine before- 
hand : preordain. 2. To assign for a specific end, use, or purpose 
<clothes destined for a thrift shop> 3. To direct toward a given 
destination <a streamliner destined for Chicago> 

des-ti-ny (des'ta-ne) n., pi. -nies. [ME destine < OFr. destinee < 
fem. p.part. of destiner, to destine ] 1. The inevitable or necessary lot 
to which a particular person or thing is destined : fortune. 2. The 
predetermined or inevitable course of events considered beyond the 
power or control of people. 3. The power or agency held to predeter- 
mine events : fate. 

des*ti*tute (des'ti-toot', -tyoot') adj. [ME destitut < Lat. destitutus, 
p.part. of destituere, to abandon : de-, away + statuere, to place.] 
1. Utterly devoid ^destitute of talent> 2. Utterly impoverished. 
— des'ti-tute'ness n. 

deS'ti-tu*tion ( des'tl- too'shan, -ty qb'-) n. 1. Extreme lack of re- 
sources or the means of subsistence : utter poverty. 2. Deprivation : 
deficiency. 

des'tri*er (des'tre-ar, di-strir') n. [ME < OFr. < destie, right hand < 
Lat. dexter, right.] Archaic. A war horse. 

destroy (di-stroi') v. -stroyed, -straying, -stroys. [ME destru- 
yen < OFr. destruire < VLat. *destrugere < Lat. destruere : de-, away 
+ struere, to pile up.] — vt. 1. To ruin completely : spoil < valuable 
books destroyed by the flood > 2. To tear down or break up: demol- 
ish. 3. To put an end to <destroy a crime syndicate> 4. To kill 
^destroy a diseased animal> 5. To render useless or ineffective 
<destroyed the witness for the prosecution > 6. To subdue or defeat 
completely : crush. — W. To be harmful or destructive. 

' <t &yns: 1. DESTROY, DEMOLISH, LEVEL, RAZE, TEAR DOWN V. 

core meaning : to break up so that rebuilding is impossible <destroy 
a condemned building> 2. destroy, dynamite, finish, ruin; shat- 
ter, smash, torpedo, total, wreck v. core meaning : to cause the 
complete ruin of < drugs that destroyed their health><news that 
destroyed our hopes> 

destroyer (di-stroi'ar) n. 1. One that destroys. 2. A small, fast 
warship armed with guns, torpedoes, and depth charges and noted 
for its high maneuverability. 

destroyer escort n. A warship, usu. smaller than a destroyer, 
used to convoy merchant vessels: 

destroying angel n. Any of several poisonous mushrooms of the 
genus Amanita. 

de struct (di-strukt', de'strukt') n. [Back-formation < destruc- 
tion.] The deliberate destruction of a space vehicle, rocket, or mis- 
sile after launching. 

de*struc*trble (di-struk'ta-bal) adj. Capable of' being destroyed. 
-^de*8truc'ti*biri»ty, de*struc'ti*ble*ness n. 

destruction (di-struk'shan) n. [ME destmccioun < OFr. destruc-. 

tion < Lat. destructio < destructus, p.part. of destruere, to destroy.] 
■1. a. The act of destroying, b. The state' or fact of being destroyed. 

2. The cause or means of destroying. 

de«8truc>tion*ist (di-struk'sha-mst) n. One who favors or advo- 
cates destruction, esp. of existing social institutions. 

destructive (di-struk'tiv) adj. 1. Causing or bringing destruction 
: ruinous. 2. Designed or tending to disprove or discredit <destruc- 
tive comments about the article> — -de*stnic'tive*ly adv. — de- 
stine tiveness , de'structiVi'ty (de'struk-tiv'i-te) n. 

destructive distillation n. Simultaneous decomposition by 
heat and distillation of substances, as wood, coal, and oil shale, to 
produce useful by-products, as coke, charcoal, oils, and gases. 

de-struc-tor (di-struk'tar) n. 1. An incinerator for refuse. 2. An 
explosive device for effecting a destruct. 

desue-tude (des'wi-tood', -tyobd') n. [Fr. disuitude < l^desue- 
fudo < desuescere, to put out of use : de- (reversal) + suescere, to 
become accustomed ] A state of disuse <traditions now fallen into 
desuetude> 

de*sul»fur*ize (de-sul'fa-riz') vt. -ixed, -iz-ing, -iz*es. To elimi- 
nate sulfur from. — de-sul fur-i-xa'tion n. 

des ul to ry (des'al-tor'e, -tort, dez'-) adj. [Lat. desultorius < de- 
sultor, a leaper < desultus, p.part. of desilire, to leap down : de-, 
down + salire, to jump ] 1. Marked by lack of order or planning : 
disconnected < a desultory discussion> 2. Occurring haphazardly 

: RANDOM. — des'ul-to'rily adv. — dtH ul to n ntss n. . 

de-tach (dl-tach') vt. -tached, -tach-ing, -tuch cs [Fr. detacher 
< OFr. destachier : des-, apart (< Lat. de-) + attnehier, to attach, of 
Germanic orig] 1. To disconnect : separate. 2. To cut off from associ- 



ation with. 3. To send (e.g., troops) on a special mission, —detach'. 

a-bil'i-ty n. — de tach a ble adj. — de-tach'a bly adv. 

* SVns; DETACH, DISCONNECT, DISENGAGE, UNCOUPLE, UNTA5- 

ten v. core meaning : to separate one thing from another <detached 

the side panels from the truck> ant; attach 
de-tached (di-tachf) adj. L Standing apart : separate < a de- 

tached dwelling> 2. a. Free from emotional, intellectual, or social 

involvement : disinterested, b. Indifferent : aloof. — de tach ed ^ 

(-tachld-le, -tacht'le) adv. —de-tach ed-ncss n. 
de tach ment (di-tich'mant) n. 1. a. The act or process of dis- 

connecting or detaching : separation, b. The state of being separate 

2. Indifference to worldly affairs or the concerns of others : aloc* 
ness. 3. Absence of bias or prejudice : disinterest. 4. a. Dispatch of 
troops or ships selected from a larger unit for a special duty or mis- 
sion. b. The unit of troops or ships so dispatched, c. A permanent 
unit, usu. smaller than a platoon, organized for special duties. 

detail (di-taT, de'taT) n. [Fr. ditaiX < OFr. detail, a piece cut off < 
detailler, to cut up : de-, completely (< Lat. de-) + tailler, to cm. 
—see tailor.] 1. An individual part or item : particular. 2. Pari 
ticulars considered individually and in relation to a whole <atten- 
tiveness to detaily 3. The act of dealing with things item by item. 
4. A small or secondary part of a work of art, as a painting, statue, or 
building, esp. when considered or represented in isolation. 5. a. The 
selection of military personnel for a particular duty. b.Tne person- 
nel so selected, c. The duty assigned. — vt. (di-taT) -tailed, -taii« 
ing, -tails. 1. To report or relate in detail. 2. To name or state explic- 
itly. 3. To select and dispatch for a particular duty. 

detailed (di-tald', de'tild') adj. Marked by abundant use of or care- 
ful attention to detail. 

detail man n. A drug or medical supplies sales representative. 

de-tain (di-tan') vt. -tained, -tain-ing, -tains. [ME deteyhen < 
OFr. detenir < Lat. detinere : de-, away + tenere, to hold.] L To 
keep from proceeding : delay. 2. To keep in custody confine 

3. Ohs. To retain or withhold. — de tain'ment n. 
de-tain-ee (de'ti-ne', di-ti'-) n. One who is held in custody:, 
de-tain-er (di-ta'nar) n. Law. 1. a. The unlawful withholding of 

the property of another, b. The detention of a person, esp in cu* 
tody. 2. A writ authorizing the further detention of a person in cus- 
tody pending action. -.iy.-' 
detect (di-tekt') vt. -tect-ed, -tect-ing, -tects. [ME detecten < 
Lat. detectus, p.part. of detegere, to uncover : de-, off + tegere, to 
cover.] 1. To discover or discern the existence, presence, or fact of 
<detect a loophole in the contract> 2. To find out trie true nature 
of. 3. Electron. To demodulate, --de tect a ble, de-tec t'i : ble ad\. 
— de tect'er n. ' 

de-tect-a*phone (di-tek'ta-fdn') n. A device used for'secretly h> 
tening to another's telephone conversations. "- " J * 

de-tec-tion (dT-tek'shan) n. 1. The act of detecting or fact of being 
detected. 2. Electron. Demodulation. 

de*tec*tive (di-tek'tiv) n. One whose work is investigating'enmes 
and obtaining evidence. ' v ' ' 

detector (dl-tek'tar) n. One that detects, esp. a mechanical, elec- 
trical, or chemical device that automatically identifies and records a 
stimulus,- as an environmental change in pressure or temperature, an 
electric signal, or radiation from a radioactive material. 

de-tent (dl-tentO n. [Fr. ditente, a loosening < OFr. destehte < 
destendre, to release : des-, apart (< Lat. de-) + tendre, to stretch < 
Lat. tendere.] A pawl. 

detente (da-ta'Nt', -tint') n. [Fr. — see detent.] A relaxation 'or 
reduction, as of tension between nations. 

de*ten*tion (dl-tfin'shan) n. [ME detencioun, act of withholding < 
OFr. detention < LLat. detentio < Lat. detentus, p.part. of detinere. ® 
detain.] 1. a. The act of detaining, b. The state of being detained; 
esp. a period of temporary custody while awaiting trial. 2. A forced 
or punitive delay. *' 

detention home n. A place where juvenile deUhquents or- of- 
fenders are held in custody, esp. while awaiting legal actions - '•■ 

deter (dMur*):vt. -terred, -tearing, -tcre. [Lat, deterrere :M> 
away + terrere, to frighten.] To prevent or discourage from actinfc 
esp. by means of doubt or fear. -deter y ment n. -^de-tefrer ft 

deterge (di-tur)') vt. -terged, -terg*in 8/ -terg-es: [Fr. diurgtr < 
Lat. detergire : de-, off -f tergere, to wipe ] To cleanse or wipe off. 

deter-gen»cy (di-tuTpn-se) also deterrence (-jans)i.fl- 
Cleansing power or quality. 

deter*gent (di-tur'jant) n. A cleansing substance, esp. one inadc 
synthetically from chemical compounds rather than from fats.and 
lye and used as a wetting agent and emulsifier. — determent m 

deteri o rate (di-tir'e-o-rat') v. -rat ed, -rat ing, -rates. [LM L 
deteriorare. deteriorat- < Lat. deterior, worse.] — vt. To lower orii?- 
pair in quaUty, character, or value. — vi. To degenerate. — 
r a' tion n. — de*te'ri*orra'tive adj. 

de*ter-min*a-ble (dl-tur / m»-n>bal) adj. 1. Capable of being 
tied, fixed, or determined. 2. Law. Liable to be terminated. 
ter'min a ble-ness n. — de ter miu a bly adv. . ; >. - 
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actermi*na*cy (di-tuKmo-: 
of being determinate. 2. The ci 

dctermi'nant (di-tufmo-r 
influencing or determining fact 
ties or elements having a value 
for the elements and used esp. 
neous equations. 

determinate (ditOfma-n 
minatus, p.part. of determinar 
or limited. 2. Conclusively set 
4. Bot. a. Terminating in a flov 
ning with the topmost or cem 
nitely at the tip of an 
— de-ter'nii'nate'ness n. 

de-termi*nat-er (di-tur'm: 

de'termi'na*tion (di-tur'n 
or arriving at a decision, b. Tl 
being resolute or firm in purp* 
suit, or other question by an 
ment, esp. by a judicial body 
made. 4. a. The ascertainmen 
iry, position, or character of s< 
tainment. 5. A fixed movemen 
Lhogic. a. More definite ren 
further qualification, b. Defin 
ent elements. 

de*termi'na*tive (di -tur'r 
serving to determine. — n. Son 
na tively adv. — de'ter*mi*j 

detcr-mine (di-tur'min) v. 
terminen < OFr. determiner < 
terminus, boundary.] — vt. 1. 
authoritatively and conclusivt 
judicial action. 2. To establish 
eration, investigation, or calci 
elusion or resolution. 4. To 
should determine expenditur 
parents determined their reli| 
extent: fix the limits of. 7. Ma 
or configuration of. 8. Logic. 
ences. 9. Law. To put an em 
decision : resolve. 2. Law. Tc 
* syns: determine, bo 
core rneamng : to fix the limr- 
erty lines. > 

deter-mined (di-tur'mind 
mination : resolute. 2. Deci' 
determined?> — de* termini 
de-ter*min*er (di-tur'ma-r 
word belonging to a group of i 
ing articles, demonstratives, 
words such as any, both, sev, 
first position in a noun phrai 
another determiner, 
de-termin-ism (di-tur'm: 
every event, act, and decision 
cedents that are independent 
oe*terrence (di-tur'ans, -t 

ring. 2. Measures uken by a . 

hostile action by another stat 
deterrent (dl-tur'ant, -tui 

thing that deters. 2. A retalia- 
de-ter-sive (di-tur'siv, ziv 

P part, of detergire, to deterg' 
detest (di-tesf) vt. -test-e 

curse : de- (pejorative) + u 

dislike intensely : abhor. — c 
detest-a-ble (di-tes'ta-bal) 

••bil'ity, de*test'a-ble*nea 
detes ta-tion (de'te sta'sf 

horrence. 2. One that is det 
dethrone (dS-thron') vt. -t 

remove from a throne : dep 

Ptominent position. — de th 
aet-fnue (det'n-oo', -yoo') 

P part. of detenir. to detain ] 

s »on or the value of property ■ 

m detinue. 2. Obs. The un 
aet-o-na-ble (def no-bal) t 
oet-o-nate (defn-af) vi. I 

Ktonore, detoruit-, to thund- 

aer J To explode or cause to 

*n«'tion n. 
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mean/ length' of ut'te ranee, Psycholinguistics. 
the mean number of morphemes produced per sentence, 
used esp. as a measure of child language development. 
Abbr.: MLU 

mean' life'. Physics. 1. the average time that an un- 
stable particle or nucleus survives before it decays. 2. 
See decay time. AJso called average life, lifetime. 

mean' line 7 . Print an imaginary x-high line. Also 
called x-line. 

meanly 1 (men'Ie), adv. 1. in a poor, lowly, or humble 
manner. 2. in a base, contemptible, selfish, or shabby 
manner. 3. in a stingy or miserly manner. [1350-1400; 
ME menelL See mean*, -ly] 

meart'ly 7 (men'Ie), adv. Obs. moderately. [1350-1400; 
ME; see mean', -lyJ 

mean-ness (men'nis), n. 1. the state or quality of 
being mean. 2. a mean act: to answer meannesses with 
forgiveness. (1550-60; mean 1 + -ness] 

mean' nOOn', Astron. the moment when the mean 
sun's center crosses the meridian. 

mean' plan'et, Astron. a hypothetical planet that 
coincides with a real planet when the real planet is at 
perihelion and that moves in an orbit at a constant ve- 
locity equal to the mean velocity of the real planet. 

mean' propor'tional. Math, (between two numbers 
a and b) a number x for which a/x — x/b: The number 3 
is a mean proportional between 1 and 9. [1565-75] 

Means' grass' (menz). See Johnson grass. [1855- 
60, Amer.; after John H. Means (1812-62), governor of 
South Carolina, 1850-52, who obtained the original seed 
from Turkey] 

mean' scalar day', day (def. 3a). 

mean' SO'lar time', Astron. time measured by the 
hour angle of the mean sun. Also called mean' time'. 

mean*spir*it*ed (men'spir'i tid), adj. petty; small- 
minded; ungenerous: a meanspirited man, unwilling to 
forgive. (1685-95; mean 1 -f spiriteo] — mean'splr'it. 
ed-Jy, adv. — mean'spir'it»ed*ness, n. 

mean' Square', Statistics, the mean of the squares 
of a set of numbers. [1835-45] 

mean' Square' devla'tion. Statistics. variance 
(def. 3). [1890-95] 

means' test/, an investigation into the financial posi- 
tion of a person applying for aid from public funds. 
[1925-30] 

mean' SUn', Astron. an imaginary sun moving uni- 
formly in the celestial equator and taking the same time 
to make its annual circuit as the true sun does in the 
ecliptic. 

meant (ment), v. pt and pp. of mean'. 

mean-time (men'tim'), n. 1. the intervening time: 
The party is Tuesday, but in the meantime I have to shop 
and prepare the food, — adv. 2. meanwhile. [1300-50; 
ME; see mean 9 , time] 

mean' tone sys'tem (men'ton'), Music, a system 
for tuning keyboard instruments; used before the devel- 
opment of tuning by equal temperament and considered 
practical only for tonalities of not more than two sharps 
or flats. [1790-1800; mean" + tone) 

mean' val'ue, Math, the ratio of the integral of a 
given function over a closed interval to the length of the 
interval. 

mean' val'ue the'orem. Math, the theorem that 
for a function continuous on a closed interval and differ- 
entiable on the corresponding open interval, there is a 
point in the interval such that the difference in func- 
tional values at the endpoints is equal to the derivative 
evaluated at the particular point and multiplied by the 
difference in the endpoints. Also called law of the 
mean, theorem of the mean. [1900-05] 

mean-whilo (men'hwil', -wil'), n. 1. meantime. 
— adv. 2. in the intervening time; during the interval. 
3. at the same time: Meanwhile, the others were back 
home enjoying themselves. [1300-50; ME; see mean 9 , 
while] 

mean-y (me'ne), n.. pi. mean-ies. Informal a small- 
minded, petty, or malicious person: The children said 
their teacher was a real meany. Also, meanie. [ 1925-30; 
MEAN* 4* -Y»] 

Mean-y (mS'ne), n. George. 1894-1980, U.S. labor 
leaden 3rd president of the AFL 1952-55; 1st president 
of the AFL-CIO 1955-79. 

mear (mer), n. BriL Dial. mere*. 

meas., 1. measurable. 2. measure. 3. measurement. 

mea-sle (mS'zal), n. sing, of measles (def. 3). 

mea*sied (me'zald), adj. (of swine or other livestock) 
affected with measles. [1350-1400; ME meseled. See 

MEASLES, -ED*} 

mea-sles (me'zalz), n. 1. (used with a singular or plu- 
ral v.) Pathol a. an acute infectious disease occurring 
mostly in children, characterized by catarrhal and febrile 
symptoms and an eruption of small red spots; rubeola, b. 
any of certain other eruptive diseases. Cf. German mea- 
sles. 2. Vet Pathol a disease in swine and other ani- 
mals caused by the larvae of certain tapeworms of the 
genus Taenia. 3. {used with a plural v.) the larvae that 
cause measles in swine and other animals, and that upon 
maturation produce- trichinosis in humans. [ 1 275-1 525; 
ME mesels, var. of maseles (pi.); c. D maselen (pi.). MD 
masel; akin to G Masern measles, pi. of Maser speck] 

mea-sty (m&'zle), adj., -sll-or. -slhest. 1. Informal a. 
contemptibly small, meager, or slight- They paid me a 
1.. r-.r> j-m r — „ _> ._ l ». .„i ii.. 



bad or unsatisfactory: a measly performance. 2. infected 
with measles, as an animal or its flesh. 3. pertaining to 
or resembling measles. (1680-90; measl(es) + -y'J 
meas*ur«a*ble (mezh'ar a bal), adj. capable of being 
measured. [1300-50; ME mesurable < MF < LL men- 
surabilis that can be measured. See measure, -able] 
— meas'ur*a»bil'i-ty, meas'ur-a-ble-ness, n. —meas/. 
ur»a*bty, adv. 

meaS'Ure (mezh'ar), n., v., -ured, -ur-ing. — n, 1. a 
unit or standard of measurement* weights and measures. 
2. a system of measurement liquid measure. 3. an in- 
strument, as a graduated rod or a container of standard 
capacity, for measuring. 4. the extent, dimensions, 
quantity, etc., of something, ascertained esp. by compari- 
son with a standard: to take the measure of a thing. 5. 
the act or process of ascertaining the extent, dimensi ons.v 
quantity, etc., of something; measurement. 6. a definite' 
or known quantity measured out to drink a measure of 
wine. 7. any standard of comparison, estimation, or 
judgment. 8. a quantity, degree, or proportion: in large 
measure. 9. a moderate amount: to live with a measure 
of enjoyment. lO. a limit, or an extent or degree not to 
be exceeded: to know no measure. 11. reasonable 
bounds or limits: no sense of measure. 12. a legislative 
bill or enactment The senate passed the new measure. 
13. Usually, measures, actions or procedures intended 
as a means to an end: to take measures to avert suspi- 
cion. 14. a short rhythmical movement or arrangement, 
as in poetry or music. 15. a particular kind of such ar- 
rangement. 16. the music contained between two bar 
lines; bar. 17. a metrical unit. 18. an air or melody. 
19. a slow, dignified dance. 20. Print the width, meas- 
ured in ems or picas, to which a column or page of 
printed matter is set. 21. measures. Geol. beds; strata. 
22. Math, an abstraction of the property of length; a set 
function assigning to each set of a collection of sets a 
value, usually having the properties of sigma finiteness 
and finite additivity, the functional value of the whole 
collection being greater than zero. 23. beyond meas- 
ure, too much to be reckoned; immeasurably; extremely: 
7*he suffering that they endured was beyond measure. 
24. for good measure, as an extra: In addition to des- 
sert, they served chocolates for good measure. 25. have 
or take one's measure, to judge or assess someone's 
character, capabilities, etc.; size up: During their conver- 
sation she was taking his measure as a prospective em- 
ployee. 26. in a or some measure, to some extent or 
degree: His conclusion is justified in some measure. 
— 'V.t. 27. to ascertain theextent dimensions, quantity, 
capacity, etc., of, esp. by comparison with a standard: to 
measure boundaries. 28. to mark off or deal out by way 
of measurement (often fol. by off or out): to measure out 
two cups of flour. 29. to estimate the relative amount, 
value, etc., of, by comparison with some standard: to 
measure the importance of an issue. 30. to judge or ap- 
praise by comparison with something or someone else: to 
measure Corneille against Racine. 31. to serve as the 
measure of: Her sacrifices measure the degree of her 
love. 32. to adjust or proportion: to measure a portion 
to one's liking. 33. to bring into comparison or competi- 
tion: to measure one's strength with another's. 34. to 
travel over, traverse: to measure- a room with great 
strides. — v.i. 35. to take measurements. 36. to admit 
of measurement. 37. to be of a specified measure. 38. 
measure one's length, to fall or be knocked down; fall 
flat He missed a step in the dark and measured his 
length at the bottom. 39. measure swords, a. to test 
one's preparedness for a contest or encounter.- b. to bat- 
tle with swords, c. to fight compete, etc.: The producer 
of the poorly reviewed snow decided to measure swords 
with the critics. 40. measure up. a. to reach a certain 
standard: The exhibition didn't measure up to last year's 
b. to be capable or qualified: As on administrator he 
couldn't quite measure up. [1250-1300; ME mesure < 
MF < L mens urn, equiv. to mens(us) (ptp. of metiri to 
measure, mete) + -urn -ube] — meas^ur-er, n. 
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measured (mezh'ard), adj. 1. ascertained or appor- 
tioned by measure: The race was over the course of a 
measured mile. 2. accurately regulated or proportioned. 
3. regular or uniform, as in movement; rhythmical: to 
walk with measured strides. 4. deliberate and re- 
strained; careful; carefully weighed or considered: meas- 
ured language; measured terms. 5. in the form of meter 
or ver^eTTnetricol. [1350-1400; ME; see measure, -ed 1 ] 
— moas'urod-ly, adv. — meas' ured- ness. n. 

Measure for Meas' u re, a comedy (1604) by Shake- 
speare. 

meas*ure*leSS (mezh'ar lis), adj. too large or great 
to be measured; unlimited; immeasurable: a measureless 
distance: measureless contempt. [1350-1400; ME mea- 
sureles. See measure, -less] — meas'ure*less*ly, adv. 
— meas'ure-less*ness. n. 

— Syn. boundless, unbounded, limitless, vast, infinite, 
meas-ure-ment (mezh'ar mant). n. 1. the act of 
measuring. 2. a measured dimension. 3. extent, size, 
etc., ascertained by measuring. 4. a system of measur- 
ing or measures: liquid measurement. [1745-55; meas- 
ure + -ment] 

meas'urement ton'. See under ton" (def. 5). (1930- 



set of intervals such that each point of the given set is 
contained in at least one of the intervals and such that, 
essentially, the combined length of the intervals is less 
than the small number. 

meas'uring CUP',- a graduated cup used esp. in cook- 
ing for measuring ingredients. .[1900-05] 

meas'uring Spoon', a spoon for measuring amounts, 
as in cooking, usually part of a set of spoons of different 
sizes. 

meaS*Ur*ing*WOrm (mezh'ar ing wurm'), n. the 
larva of any geometrid moth, which progresses by bring- 
ing the rear end of the body forward and then advancing 
the front end. Also, meas'uring worm'. Also called 
inchworm, loopor, span worm. [1835-45, Amer.; meas- 
uring + worm] 

meat (met), n. 1. the flesh of animals as used for food. 
2. the edible part of anything, as a fruit or nut Crack 
the walnuts and remove the meats. 3. the essentia) 
point or part of an argument, literary work, etc.; gist; 
crux: The meat of the play is the jealousy between the 
two brothers. 4. solid food: meal and drink. 5. solid or 
substantial content; pith: The article was full of meat, 
with few wasted words. 6. a favorite occupation, activ- 
ity, etc.: Chess in his meat. 7. Chiefly South Midland 
and Southern U.S. pork, esp. bacon. 8. Slang (vulgar). 
penis. 9. Archaic, the principal meal: to say grace before 
meat. lO. piece of meat, Slang, a. a person regarded 
merely as a sex object, b. a person, as a prizefighter or 
laborer, regarded merely as a strong or useful physical 
specimen, [bef. 900; ME, OE mete food, c. OHG maz, ON 
matr, Goth mats) — meat' less, adj. 

meat' and pota'toes, Informal, the essential or 
basic part Community service is the meat and potatoes 
of this program, [t 1950-55] 

meat-and-pO'ta-toes (met/n pa ta'toz, -taz), adj. In- 
formal, fundamental; down-to-earth; basic: What are 
the meat-and-potatoes issues of the election? Also, 
meat'-and-pc~ta'to. [1945-50] 

meat' ax', 1. cleaver (def. 2). 2. Informal, a drastic 
or ruthless procedure or approach, esp. for reducing or 
trimming something, as expenditures* The committee 
used a meat ax on the recreation budget. [1825-35] 

meat-ax (met'aks'), adj. Informal 1. drastic or 
severe: meat-ax defense cuts, 2. favoring or advocating 
drastic reductions: a meat-ax approach to the budget. 

meat-ball (met'bdl'), n. 1. a small ball of ground 
meat, esp. beef, often mixed with bread crumbs, season- 
ings, etc., before cooking. 2. Slang, an awkward, 
clumsy, or ineffectual person. .(1830-40; meat + ball 1 ] 

Meath (meth,'meth)/n. a county in l>einster, in the E 
Republic of Ireland. 95,602; 902 sq. mi. (2335 sq. km). Co. 
seat: Trim. 

meat-head (mef hed'), n. Slang, blockhead; dunce; 
fool. [1940-45; meat + head] 

meat' hooks'. Slang. hands or fists. Also 

meat'-hooks'. [1835-45 for literal sense] 
meat' house''; Chiefly Midland U.S. a smokehouse, 
meat' loaf, a dish of ground meat, often mixed with 

other ingredients, as bread crumbs and seasonings; 

molded in the shape of a loaf and baked, 
meat-man (met'man'), n., pi. -men. a dealer in meat; 

butcher. [1560-70; meat + man 1 ] 

— Usage. See -man. 

meat' pack'ing, the business or industry of slaugh- 
tering cattle and other meat animals and processing the 
carcasses for sale, sometimes including the packaging of 
processed meat products. [1870-75, Amer.] — meat' 
pack'er. 

meat' tea', Brit. See high tea. [1855-60] 
me>a*tUS (me a'tos), n., pi. -tus-es, -tus. Anat. an 
opening or foramen, esp. in a bone or bony structure, as 
the opening of the ear or nose. [1655-65; < L meatus 
course, channel, equiv. to mea(re) to go, extend, have a 
course + -tus suffix of v. action] — me-a'tal. adj. 
meat' wag'on. Slang, an ambulance. [1920-25] 
meat-y (me'te), adj., meaM-er. meat i est 1. of or 
like meat. 2. abounding in meat. 3. rich in content or 
thought- provoking matter; : full of substance: a meaty 
topic for discussion. (1780-90; meat -+■ -y'] — meat'!* 
ly. adv. — meat'i-ness, n. 

me ben dazole (ma ben'da zdl'), n. Pharm. an ant- 
helmintic substance, C„H, 4 N 3 0 3 , used for treating para- 
sitic worm infestations. (me(thyl) + ben{zimi)dazole a 
component of its chemical name] 

meC (mek), n. French Slang, a pimp; mack. 

rne*ca-te (ma ka'te). n. Southwestern U.S. a rope 
made of horsehair or sometimes maguey. [1840—50; < 
MexSp < Nahuatl mecatl cord, rope] 

Mecca (mek'a), n. 1. Also, Makkah. Mekka. a city in 
and the capital of Hejaz, in W Saudi Arabia: birthplace 
of Muhammad; spiritual center of Islam. 366,801. 2. 
{often I.e.) any place that many people visit or hope to 
visit The president's birthplace is a mecca for his admir- 
ers. — Mec'can. adj., n. 
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Mecca bah 

Mec'ca bal'sam. 

[1815-25] 

mech.. 1. mechanic 
me*chan«ic (ma ks 

and maintains mach 
mechanic 2. a work 
machines, equipment 
the dishonest handli 
used in games of chai 
L mechanicus < G\ 
machine + -ikos -K 

me-chan»t>ca) (m« 

with machinery: a n 
chine; operated by 
caused by or derive* 
pulsion, 4. using mi 
by friction, abrasion 
stones; mechanical e 
use, understanding, < 
chanical trades; met 
formed without spor 
mechanical perform 
matic: Practice that * 
belonging or pertain) 
^cs. 10. pertaining t 
ical forces. 11. (of 
ory) explaining pher 
or the material foro 
ing the spiritual to t 
a mechanical object,, 
of stiff paper on whi« 
proofs for making a 
skilled manual laboi 
[1375-1425; late ME 
-al'; see mechanic 
chaiVi-cal-ness. m« 

mechan'lcal adv; 

r>ut force to the in 
1890-95] 
mechan/ical ban 

deposited by a mec 
tivated by pushing i 

mechan'lcal dra* 

done with the aid 
(1885-90] 

mecharVical engi 

ing dealing with the 
— mechan'lcal eng 
mechan'ical equi 

of physical units) th 
equal to one unit of 
one small calorie. [ 

mechan'lcal imj 

(def. 2). 

mechan'ical me 

lurgy dealing with 
forces. 

mechan'lcal pen 

can be extended by 

mechan'ical pull 

90] 

mechan'ical scai 

for varying the seel 
ceiving antenna by 
nique, formerly usei 
of a scanning disk. 

mechan'ical soli 

ness that is based • 
periences and is ch 
cieties. Cf. organic 

mechan'ical sus 

(def. 6). 

-mechan'ical tw 

formed by the strei 
25] 

mech-a-ni-cian ( 

in" constructing, wi 
chanic; machinist. . 
me-chan-lcs (ma 

lar u.) the branch o 
forces on bodies an 
statics, and kinema 
theoretical and pn 
machinery, mechan 
with a plural v.) t 
mechanism; structu 
routine or basic m< 
tails: the mechanic 
of baseball [1640- 

mechan'lc's lien 

automobile, buildin 
has repaired or bu 
labor and material 

Me-chan-lcs-vilh 
Virginia, near Rich 

mech«an*ism (m 
moving parts perfc 
often being part c 
agency or means I 
purpose is accorop 
appliances in gene 
of parts of a mach 
analogous. 5. the 
mechanical device: 
methods or procet 



